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From The Pastor’s Desk

On All Saint’s day, in my message, I stated that what we do as a 

church is that we help make saints. And the world needs more 

saints. 

Saints, by our theology, are those who reveal the love of God by 

their words and actions. Saints are those who live out their 

relationship with God, by the way they bring God’s love to the 

world. 

Mission Sunday was on November 2nd, and I saw the piles of food 

that were collected for the food pantries. I saw the piles of clothes 

given for the Cradle and Beyond store. I heard of the sandwiches 

being made and delivered to the Samaritan Center, where the 

homeless and those in dire straits are fed and helped. But they 

weren’t just sandwiches that were taken, but include more of a lunch. 

I watched the kids get excited about helping out and making a 

difference. 

With these projects and others, we were helping one another and 

strangers to be saintly. 

As we take stock of our faith and our commitment this month and 

plan our finances for 2015, we need to remember that we are about 

helping to make saints. 

Our financial contributions are to help fund the mission and ministry 

of the church that is always doing what it can to make the love of Jesus 

tangible to a world that needs that reality. 

When we fund missions, when we worship, when we enable events 

where people can encounter that love, we are helping to make saints. 

There is no more important task in the world than to help make saints. For there is nothing more 

satisfying, more healing, more hopeful, more compassionate, more needed than making the love of God as 

tangible as we can. 

Please join with me in making a financial commitment that will enable this ministry to grow, and will be 

difficult to keep. 

 

Rev. Brad Hunt 

― Rev. Bradford Hunt 



Funds are quickly running low as we are trying to cover the back pay for our 8 home health 
promoters. For months, we wondered if they had survived the war, and the refugee camps. Then we 
have learned that they have been working in the camps all these months.  
 
Majer Kuon, supervisor of the 8 Home Health Promoters, will return to Syracuse in December and an 
event will be scheduled to hear of the  
amazing story of our home health promoters.  
 
Watch for more information.  
 
Please consider helping to pay the cost of a home health  
promoter of $125 per month (including administration expenses).  
 
In 2015, the challenge will come once again to adopt a home 
 health promoter for $1500 per year. Wouldn’t that make a  
great Christmas gift from a family?  
For more information contact the church office. 

 

 

Worship Schedule 

November 16th: The story of the three servants left in charge of money is the 

story from Matthew 25:14-30. It has to do with how we invest what God has 

given us.  

November 23rd: This is our commitment Sunday, when we make 

commitments for the next year for God’s work through the church. The 

scripture is from Matthew 25: 31-46. It is an image of the judgement day, 

that just might be refreshing. The Thanksgiving bags return and will be 

distributed. 

November 25th: This is the Thanksgiving service from both Andrews and 

Trinity. It will be held at 7:00 at Andrews. 

November 30th: Advent beings! The new church year begins! The Scripture will come from Isaiah 

61:1-4, 8-11. This is a wonderful image of expectation that the folks had way back when. We will 

consider our own hopes of what God will do. 

December 7th: John the Baptizer prepared the way for the ministry of Jesus. The Mark 1:1-8 

scripture tells the story of making the way for someone greater.  We will celebrate Communion on 

this day. 

December 14th: The Gospel of John interpreted Jesus’s coming to the world as the Light. John 1:1-

8 describes Jesus in this manner. Our worship center around the “Light’. 

 

SOUTHERN SUDAN HEALTH PROJECTS 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Upcoming Sales 

Items: Effective Dates: 

Coats & Winter Jackets 
$2.00 Each 

November 19, 20, & 22 

Shirts & Blouses November 26 & 29 

$5 BAG SALE December 3, 4, & 5 

Handbags & Shoes December 10, 11 & 13 

Road Rally 

Sunday, July 20th  
More Information to come! 

Design Team Update 

The Design Team continues to work on a plan 
of merger for Andrews and Trinity. It takes 
much time, and it takes a different kind of 
understanding and goals for serving Jesus in 
this place and time.  
 
We hope that in early 2015, a plan will be 
ready to be presented to the congregations. 
 

 

Happening @ Trinity UMC 

Tasty Tuesdays have returned! 

Come to Trinity every 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the  

month to enjoy some delicious homemade soup! 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Tuesday, November 25th from 

3:30-7:00pm 

 

 

 

 

Anna Circle 

Tuesday, November 18th at 

10:00am in the Lounge 

Hostess: June Stevenson  

Devotions: TBA  

Program: TBA 

•  
 

Esther Circle  

Tuesday, November 18th at 

12:00pm  

Hostess: Edith Mead 

Devotions: Bonnie Ranger 

Program: Edith Mead 

• 

Sarah Circle  

Wednesday, November 19th at 

9:30am in Steckel Hall 

Hostess: Marilyn Knoop 

Devotions: Ann Baker 

Program: Share & Care 

Wednesdays & Thursdays: 
11-4pm  

 

Saturdays: 10-2pm 



   

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Druss Kususi, the Saturday morning tutoring program for the Sudanese children is well on it’s way this 

school year.  When we meet at 9 am we give the children a snack of juice and granola bars so that they 

won’t be hungry as they start to work.  We then have a prayer circle and review the expectations.   

We often have a story which the children are expected to listen to, answer questions about and then 

write a response to a question or a few paragraphs about a topic related to the story.  When this is 

complete we work on math.  Children who bring homework are encouraged to do that.  Last week we had 

a young lady who needed to do a project for her class regarding long houses and Native Americans.  She 

and one of the tutors went to a separate table and worked on constructing her project for school.  While it 

wasn’t completed when she left they also discussed what she could still do to finish it and make it even 

better. 

We end with lunch – sandwiches, carrots and dip, pretzels and fruit.  We are in real need of ongoing 

support with the food we feed them.  Donations of juice boxes, granola bars and pretzels are needed. We 

also need donations of Wegmans, Tops, Price Chopper or Walmart gift cards where food can be 

purchased.  We can easily have 12 to 16 children a week and it is important that we have enough food for 

them.   

If you are interested in being a tutor please see Kathy LaDuca.  You don’t need to be a teacher to be able 

to help the children with their academic skills.   

 

 

 

We have a number of opportunities for Sunday School for children.  As always we have the traditional 

Sunday morning program which starts in the middle of the church service.  

We also have children attending “Sunday School” Saturday evenings.  These children have a meal, work 

on the lesson, do crafts and play games during the approximately hour and a half they are here.  Many of 

them are children who are less connected to our worship on Sundays and whose families are looking for 

the opportunity for them to learn about God. We call it the “Grand Kids’ Event”. 

On Sunday afternoons we also have a Sunday School class for the Sudanese.  The class is an hour and a 

half and we work on the lesson, sing songs, do crafts, and play games.   

All of the children are learning the same lesson.  During November we will be working on Hope for 

God’s People.  They will be learning about Joseph in the Old Testament and the prophet Micah as we 

begin Advent the last Sunday of the month. 

.  



 

 

 

 

 

  

Walking through the sanctuary to shut off the lights after the Bountiful Harvest children’s  

program I felt a sense of peace.  It was the end of a day and I was exhausted.  It had been a 

long day starting with preparing for worship, leading worship and preaching and then the 

children’s program.  The sense of peace I felt wasn’t because it was over – but because I had 

time to relax and recognize God’s presence throughout the day.   

I thought back to worship.  I had prepared so I felt ready – but there is always something 

unexpected. Not having been in worship the last several weeks as I was on vacation I was 

surprised at the number of children in church.  I hadn’t included a children’s time – not expecting 

to need to do one. Given the number of children and wanting them to have an easy way to get to 

Sunday School I realized it was necessary.  So it happened.  No preparation, no thought, I just went 

with the flow and with God.  I was at peace – children went to Sunday School – something we 

always like to see – hopefully they felt welcomed and God’s love and peace were shared.   

The Bountiful Harvest program was fun.  The children enjoyed it – but more than that there were 

children involved who wanted to be here – some had been here several times during the weekend.  

The children see church as a safe, fun place.  God is in our midst making things happen. 

Delivering bags to be filled with food and clothing for Mission Sunday is something I enjoy doing.  

It gives me the opportunity to meet some of the North Syracuse people and to spread the word 

about how God uses us to help those in need.  The first day was warm and it was nice to be 

outside, I bemoaned the fact that it got dark so early.  The second day was cold – frigid.  No one 

wanted to be out.  We hurried through the streets wishing we didn’t have quite so many bags left 

and wondering if it was all worthwhile.  Sunday we went back to retrieve the bags.  There were so 

many.  We filled the car once, returned to Andrews and went back out to pick up the rest.  It was 

exciting to see so many people responded.  It was good to hear people thank us for doing it and 

wonder when we would do it again or how they could be involved in the future.  People wanted to 

help others.  Returning to Andrews I felt a sense of God’s love and peace.   

God works through us when we are doing God’s will.  God’s love and peace are shared with others 

when we go out, and allow God to lead us to do what God would have us do.  It’s not about us.  It’s 

about God and God’s children.  Serving God is exciting, challenging, and brings about God’s peace 

in our lives. As the holiday season approaches it is a great time to look beyond ourselves and to see 

where God would have us serve and care for God’s people.  Who are the hungry, homeless, ill, 

imprisoned, abused, neglected, lonely who God is calling us to share love and peace with?  How 

can we do that in such a way that we feel God’s love and peace in our lives knowing we did all we 

could to care for others? 

I hope you take the time to think about all the gifts God has given you and how you can use them 

best to serve God in joy and thanksgiving for all God has done for us. 

 -Kathy LaDuca 



 

Bountiful Harvest 

Thanks to all of the people who helped with the Bountiful Harvest children’s program.  We 

had a good time making prayer booklets about what we thank God for, fall wreaths, little 

centerpieces for Respite, a picture about what we are thankful for and cake pops which we 

dipped in chocolate and many promptly consumed.  The apple crisp and ice cream snack 

was well received as was the scavenger hunt for canned food.  We look forward to Drop 

and Shop on December 7th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Covenant Developed with 

 Rev. Bradford Hunt / Andrews Memorial UMC and Trinity UMC’s SPRC 

October 21st, 2014 

The Churches main goal for ministry and disciple-making in the next year are to continue work with 

the design team in determining if a merge of the two congregations and / or a development of new 

ministries in in the vision of the two churches. We have a vision to move forward and create a 

ministry that is dynamic and meaningful to a larger number of people.  

The Pastor’s goals for growth in the practice or ministry / discipline-making is to survive the design 

team proposal and help each congregation to determine their own future versus the future to be 

determined for them.  

The Pastor’s goals for personal spiritual growth are to survive the design team proposal, continue 

to enjoy mission trips, worship planning with the congregations and lead book studies. Rev. Hunt 

would like to plan another trip to Ginghamsburg UMC, continue attending and participating in 

clergy gatherings and small groups and to help congregations in moving forward with their spiritual 

growth. 

The Committee’s goals for growth in its ministry as SPRC as well as for spiritual growth is to visit 

Ginghamsburg UMC as a group, support churches staff and pastor, enjoy a book study together 

and review this covenant in six months. 

In the coming year, we as a joint SPRC and pastor will work to strengthen our covenant relationship 

by checking in together in six months to assess our progress toward our goals.  

Committee members in attendance for this meeting: 

   Beth Jordan, Chair SPRC – Trinity UMC 

   Cindi Clement, Chair SPRC – Andrews Memorial UMC  

   Cindy Baxter – Andrews Memorial UMC 

   Marge Strother – Andrews Memorial UMC 

   Cheryl Johnson – Trinity UMC 

   Minnie Jordan – Trinity UMC 

   Michael Jordan – Trinity UMC 

    Donna Kennedy – Andrews Memorial UMC 

   Janet Koelsch – Andrews Memorial UMC 

   Rev. Bradford Hunt, Pastor for Andrews Memorial and Trinity UMC’s 



 

A meeting with  
Pastor Francisco Jimenez Cruz 

I have had a long relationship with Francisco, who serves the largest 

Methodist Church in Costa Rica. I have had the opportunity to lead a 

number of mission trips to help the church grow in their ministry. It has 

been an interesting and special friendship we have had over the years. 

Recently, Francisco came to visit friends in the area, and we had a 

chance to spend a good part of a day together. Did he ask for more help for his congregation? 

Yes he did. I made no promises, but I told him I would see if others would be interested in 

taking the trip. 

The La Trinidad Metodista, (yes, Trinity Methodist) is in need of some reconstruction to its 

main structure. Inside walls need to be built, as well as the creation of bathrooms on the 

second floor of the church.  

Usually the trip has included two weekends. The flight is to San Jose, and then transportation 

is provided to the church in Ciudad Quesada. We have always stayed in the homes of the 

people of the congregation. The trips have usually been in February and March 

            - Rev. Bradford Hunt 

If you are interested, please let Rev. Hunt know. If there is enough interest, we will respond 

to the request for some help. If you plan to go, expect to get some work done, have fun, 

meet new people, and most of all, grow in your faith. 

 

Thanksgiving Worship 
Our Thanksgiving Worship will be on November 25th  

at 7:00pm here at Andrews Memorial UMC.  

This is a combined worship Trinity and Andrews. 

Dennis Goettel will be leading the music. This will be a chance to take  

time to give thanks to God together.  

Watch for more information. 
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