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From The Pastor’s Desk

There is so little I know of the universe. It has never been my 

field of study. But I learn little tidbits of information that keep 

me amazed.  

For instance, the studies that took place over so many years 

discovered that the universe is expanding. Furthermore, it is 

expanding at an accelerating speed. 

Scientists found the furthest out supernova they could find, an 

exploding star, and measured over time that it was moving 

further away at an increasing speed. 

This is an interesting idea. It means that there are galaxies 

moving further out faster than we know. Which means there is 

some force in the universe that is causing the change and the 

action. 

It is an amazing universe in which we live. And to think that it 

was created, and is still being created by our God continues to 

challenge the greatest thinkers of our day.  

It is this God that we worship on Sunday. It is this God that we 

know hears our prayers, and knows you and I better than we 

know ourselves. Why do we think we are worthy to worship 

such a God? 

This and other questions come to us in this season of Advent 

when we anticipate this God coming to the world as one of us. 

As we worship in this season, you will find the sanctuary 

becoming filled with stars. It is meant to capture our 

imagination of the creator of the universe that we come to 

worship. It is meant to let God become bigger in our thoughts and worship, so that we might be able 

to understand the amazing way in which this God came to the world so long ago, as a baby, as one of 

us. 

Come and worship this season. Be a little “star struck”, and be ready for the celebration of the 

wonderful birth. 
― Rev. Bradford Hunt 

Rev. Brad Hunt 



 

 

 
Blue Christmas 

Monday, December 22
nd

: This worship service at Andrews at 7:00 is for those who 

find the excitement of this season difficult to handle. With the loss of a loved one or 

other traumatic event, the excitement of the Christmas season can intensify the grief.  

This worship service is a low-key worship that focuses on the healing aspect of our 

God. In this worship, we will light candles in memory of those whom we have lost. If 

this worship might help you to connect with God in a good way, come and join in 

worship with those who might feel the same. 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 

6:00 pm - This Worship at Andrews will include carol singing, and the traditional 

candlelighting. Special music will also be part of this worship, as well as some 

different ways of celebrating the birth of Jesus. 

8:00 pm - This worship at Trinity will continue some new traditions. Music will 

include the band, the choir, the hammer dulcimer. The Christmas story will be 

shared during the worship, and again at the end, we will follow Mary and Joseph 

outside for a dramatic finish to the worship. Refreshments will be offered in the 

fellowship hall following the worship. 

11:00 pm - This late night worship at Andrews in a traditional style will include the 

singing of Christmas carols, traditional candle lighting, and great music. This late 

night worship always has a different feel, and an amazing way to start the first 

minutes of Christmas 2014.  

 
 

 



We are awaiting the time when Majer will make his visit from South Sudan to the Syracuse area. 

With his father being ill, his arrival schedule has not been set. 

The SSHP committee continues to work to raise funds and to consider the next move for expansion.  

Your support is always needed. 
 
Please consider helping to pay the cost of a home health  
promoter of $125 per month (including administration expenses).  
 
In 2015, the challenge will come once again to adopt a home 
 health promoter for $1500 per year. Wouldn’t that make a  
great Christmas gift from a family?  
 
For more information contact the church office. 

 

Hats and Mittens and  

Scarves and Gloves and… 
This year, once again we will be gathering these 

items for those in need in our community. Please 

bring these items and place them on or under the 

Christmas tree in the sanctuary. Help warm up the 

people in our part of the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOUTHERN SUDAN HEALTH PROJECTS 

               "Travel the Highways of Advent" 
The focus emerges from the chapter content and encourages the readers to 

engage in spiritual practice or do something specific that will help them grow 

in faith. On the whole, this thematic seasonal Bible study series is designed 

for transformation and for applying the study of the Bible to everyday, 

practical life experience. It is intended to nurture and encourage faith 

development and spiritual growth. 

This study, selected by Jim & Gail Wentworth, is for both Andrews and Trinity 

to participate in. We will be meeting on Saturday, December 6th, 13th & 20th
 

at 7:00pm till 8:00pm at Trinity. These books cost $6.49 each and can be 

purchased through either office. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Druss Kususi, the Saturday morning tutoring program for the Sudanese children is well on it’s way this 

school year.  When we meet at 9 am we give the children a snack of juice and granola bars so that they 

won’t be hungry as they start to work.  We then have a prayer circle and review the expectations.   

We have a story time which involves listening and comprehension.  Children answer questions and 

sometimes write their own ideas about what we have read.  We also work on math.  The children really 

enjoyed working on Thanksgiving math problems.  They spent a lot of time working on them. We end 

with lunch.  

If you are interested in being a tutor please see Kathy LaDuca.  You don’t need to be a teacher to be able 

to help the children with their academic skills.   

 

 

 

We have a number of opportunities for Sunday School for children.  As always we have the traditional 

Sunday morning program which starts in the middle of the church service.  

We also have children attending “Sunday School” Saturday evenings.  We call it “Grand Kids Event”  

These children have a meal, work on the lesson, do crafts and play games during the approximately 

hour and a half they are here.  They really enjoy working on the craft projects that go with the lessons.  

This is a new experience for many of the children. 

On Sunday afternoons we also have a Sunday School class for the Sudanese.  The class is an hour and a 

half and we work on the lesson, sing songs, do crafts, and play games.  The older Sudanese children 

received their Bibles and are learning to use them.  It is difficult to learn where all the books are and 

how to find chapters and verses.  They are working diligently to achieve proficiency at finding their way 

around the Bible while they also work on the specific lessons each week.   

All of the children are learning the same lesson.  During December we will be learning about the events 

leading to Jesus’ birth.  



Our Worship Schedule 

December 7th: John the Baptizer prepared the way for the ministry of Jesus. The 

Mark 1:1-8 scripture tells the story of making the way for someone greater.  

We will celebrate Communion on this day. 

December 14th: The Gospel of John interpreted Jesus’s coming to the world 

as the Light. John 1:1-8 describes Jesus in this manner. Our worship will 

centers around the “Light’. 

December 21st: Luke 1:26-38 is where the angel asks Mary to bring the 

Son of God into the world. She agreed. Our worship will center around how 

God asks us to bring this Jesus into the world. 

December 28th: Revelation 21:1-6 is the vision of a new heaven and a 

 new earth. It is scripture that gives a hope for the beginning of 2015.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

  

Upcoming Sales 

Items: Effective Dates: 

Handbags & Shoes - .50¢ Each December 10, 11 & 13 

All Adult Clothes- -.50¢ Each   December 17, 18, & 19 

Pants, Slacks & Jeans - .50¢ Each December 27 

Road Rally 

Sunday, July 20th  
More Information to come! 

DESIGN TEAM UPDATE 

The Design Team continues to meet as it considers the future of Andrews and Trinity working together and 

creating a new way of being the people of God in our changing community.  

It is hoped that in the next couple of months a plan will be finalized for the creation of a new church.  

This work is not for the faint hearted, and the committee has been doing good work. It is all working to 

create a way of being God’s people for many years to come. 

 

Wednesdays & Thursdays: 
11-4pm  

 

Saturdays: 10-2pm 



   

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

Anna Circle 

Tuesday, December 16th at 

Sandy Boshart’s Home 

at 10:00am 

Refreshments: Barbara Binion 

Cookies for Shut-Ins 

•  
 

Esther Circle  

Tuesday, December 16th at 

Angela Pennacchia’s Home  

at 12:00pm  

Devotions: Bonnie Ranger 

Program: Jan Kinsella 

• 

Sarah Circle  

Wednesday, December 17th at 

9:30am in Steckel Hall 

Hostess: Betty Ukrainec 

Devotions & Program: Marilyn Knoop 

Community Blood Drive 

Saturday December 13th 

8:00am - 1:00pm 

St. Rose of Lima 

107 South Main Street 

North Syracuse, New York 

Visit www.redcrossblood.org or call  

800-733-2767 to schedule an 

appointment. 

This holiday, give something  

that means something. 

Give blood and help save  

up to three lives.  
 

 

Druss Kususi Needs! 
We will be giving the children Christmas gifts 

consisting of books and educational supplies and 

games.  Monetary donations, gift cards to Ollie’s 

Bargain Outlet, Five and Below, the Dollar Store, or 

Barnes and Noble are needed to help us purchase 

these items for the children. The kids love to have 

books they can read and things to do 

 during their Christmas vacation! 
Thanks! 

 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/


 

SERRV and Heifer Project! 
Remember this year to choose Christmas presents that will benefit others! 

SERRV, the Fair Trade 

company we have 

worked with in the past, 

and Heifer Project gift 

opportunities will be 

available at the UMW 

bazaar on December 6th.  Items will be 

available after church on Dec. 7th through the 

21st, following the Concert December 14th   

and perhaps at other times.  

SERRV is a non-profit organization dedicated 

to eradicating poverty wherever it resides. 

Your fair trade purchase has a direct impact 

on the quality of life and inequality of income 

of people in developing countries. Items for 

sale will include Christmas ornaments, 

scarves, jewelry, baskets and household 

items.  

 

Heifer’s mission is to work with communities 

to end hunger and poverty and to care for the 

earth. So buy chickens or bees and give the 

gift in honor of someone that you would 

typically give a gift for Christmas. We will 

provide a gift card which can be given to the 

person to let them know of your gift in their 

name.  

So, as you think about this Christmas, 

consider purchasing a very special gift that 

will bring us one step closer to making the 

world a better place.  Also, share these 

opportunities with your family and friends 

who may be looking for good alternative gifts 

for the holidays. 

 

 

Cradle & Beyond News 
 
On December 2, the Cradle and Beyond Store 

gave $700 to each of the closest food pantries to 

Andrews. They are St. Rose of Lima, North 

Syracuse Christian Church, and Anna's Food 

Pantry at Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church 

in Cicero. The $2,100 was taken from the 

proceeds of the Cradle and Beyond Store over 

the past several months.   

 

A special thanks go to all the folks who donated items to the store, to the sorters, 

and the sales staff of Cradle and Beyond. Not only have many people been able to meet their 

physical needs at a small cost, it has also helped those who are served at the food pantries. 

 


